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Title    

Understand a text and its concepts through an illustrated diagram 

Author(s) 

Gilberto Castorini 

Summary 

The activity is conducted in groups. It aims to understand a text and its concepts through a diagram 

containing at least one illustration from the European heritage (via the Europeana website). 

The diagram allows to visualise, explore and organise concepts/ideas/arguments. 

In this scenario, the diagram clearly shows the connection between the ideas. It can also be used as a 

visual communication medium for an oral presentation of the text, or to invite the students to explore the 

subject further. 

Also, the targeted search for an illustration makes it possible to understand better and question a concept. 

 

Table of summary  

Subject Philosophy 
 

Topic Any potential philosophical question based on a text. 
 

Age of students 15-17 

Preparation time 2 hours 

Teaching time 3-4 hours 

Online teaching 
material  

Software with drawing functions (e.g. PowerPoint, Word); connected computers. 

Offline teaching 
material 

Texts in printed form. 
 

Europeana resources 
used 

Resources are to be searched through the Europeana platform. 

 

Licenses 

 Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike CC BY-NC-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon 

your work non-commercially, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under the identical 

terms. 



 
 

2 
 

 

Integration into the curriculum 

Detail in a few sentences how the topic of the learning scenario will fit into your national curriculum. 

 Philosophy syllabus area: Politics.  

 Key concept: State, society, social relations, individual, citizen. 

 

Aim of the lesson 

Describe in 1-2 sentences what you would like to achieve with your students by the end of the lesson. 

 Understanding and assimilation of a concept and of a philosophical argumentation. 

 Ability to visually represent a concept and/or an argument. 

 Ability to find and use an image to illustrate and interrogate a concept. 

Trends 

List the relevant trends that the lesson incorporates: http://www.allourideas.org/trendiez/results 

Educational trends that have the greatest impact in this LS: 

 Peer Learning: students learn from peers and give each other feedback. 

 Open Source Learning: teachers copy, share, adapt, and reuse free educational materials. 

 BYOD: Students bring their own mobile devices to the classroom. 

 Learning materials: shift from textbooks to web resources and open source books. 

21st century skills 

Add here how the learning scenario corresponds to 21st century skills. To find out more: http://www.p21.org/our-work/p21-

framework . 

 Learning and innovation skills - Collaboration. Critical thinking. Communication.  

 INFORMATION, MEDIA & TECHNOLOGY SKILLS - Information Literacy. Media Literacy. ICT. 

 LIFE & CAREER SKILLS - Initiative and Self-Direction. 

 21st Century Learning Environments. 

 

  

http://www.allourideas.org/trendiez/results
http://www.p21.org/our-work/p21-framework
http://www.p21.org/our-work/p21-framework
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Activities 

Describe here in detail all the activities during the lesson and the time they require. Remember, that your learning scenario needs 

to use Europeana resources. 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

1 Reading. 

 Each group of students receives a text (max. 1 page) focused on a specific issue (e.g. 
one text on competition, one on conflict, one on war…). 

 Each student reads and annotates silently the text assigned to his group. 

15’ 

2 Understanding and selecting information. 
Examination of an incomplete diagram proposed by the teacher; identification and 
formulation of the missing elements. 

 Each group receives an incomplete diagram related to the text, highlighting the key 
concepts and arguments. The diagram can be distributed in a digital format (e.g. 
PowerPoint) or in paper. 

 Collaboratively, each group fills-in the missing parts of the diagram, with persistent 
reference to the studied text. The challenge is to create a relevant interaction 
between the text and the diagram and to prioritise the main elements. 

30’ 

3 Researching and creating links. 
The teacher explains the work to be done by each group. 
The teacher demonstrates off to browse and search using the main functions of 
Europeana (simulation based on a text that has been previously studied in the class). 

10’ 

4 The teacher attributes a key concept to each group, accordingly to the studied texts. 5’ 

5 Each group has at least one shared connected device. Starting from Europeana 
homepage, each group runs a research on his attributed key concept. Is the result is not 
sufficient/relevant, the group must diversify the key words, to better widen the results. 
This task may be facilitated by additional resources, such as a thesaurus. This activity is 
based on a trial and error process. 

15-30’ 

6 Once the illustration is found and commonly agreed, each group starts to write a short 
text (10 to 15 lines) in order to justify the relation with the text. In this process, students 
may need to contextualise the chosen illustration. 
This writing session my be performed on paper or using a text editor. 

30’ 

7 Integration of the illustration into the diagram 
Each group places the chosen picture on the diagram (concept map). 

5’ 

8 Presentation of the outcomes to the class. 
Each group is invited to present to the class his complete diagram (ideally projected on 
a screen), and to clearly justify the choice of the illustration, with a specific focus on the 
text – key concepts must be part of the presentation. 
The class is invited to challenge each group findings. Circa 5 minutes per group. 

30’ 

 

Assessment 

Describe here the assessment method of the lesson, if any. For example, if you plan on assessing your students with a quiz, include 

here questions and answer options with color-coding the correct answers. 

The assessment of the competencies is based on an evaluation sheet that the teacher communicates to the students 

before their work of researching illustrations and creating idea maps. See Appendix 1. 
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******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

Student feedback 

Add here the method with which your students will be able to give you feedback and discuss the lesson. 

At the end of each presentation, the teacher asks the students about the difficulties encountered with the: 

 research of the illustration related to the key concept 

 contextualization and linking of illustration with concepts and philosophical text 

 schematization (creation of the idea schema).  

These questions are shared with the whole class to promote a cooperative approach to the problems and obstacles 

encountered. 

Teacher’s remarks 

This activity has made it possible to favour an intuitive approach to philosophical notions, while enhancing 

knowledge of European heritage, both as regards the level of the works and their historical and political contexts, 

etc. This is in line with the interdisciplinarity promoted in the philosophy course. 

But for the search for specific illustrations, it proved difficult to find significant elements, transposable in the field of 

a concept, a problem, without mobilising a considerable amount of time, or even much more than the time initially 

planned. 

 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn 

from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three 

Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating 

access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit 

organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, 

teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand 

the Europeana Education Community. 

  

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home
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ANNEX 1 

Philosophy - Evaluation grid for the concept map 
Lesson sequence :     |  Problem/issue :  

Expected work: the final objective of the activity is to create an concept map (or illustrated diagram). It involves 

understanding a text and its concepts through a diagram containing at least one illustration from the European 

heritage (via the Europeana website). 

Name of the student(s):         Final grade : /20 
 

Form / Presentation  

 YES PARTLY NO Pts 

Readability of the document and spatial organization    /1 

The main theme is: 
* indicated in the center of the page 
* related to the illustration from Europeana 

   /1 

* clearly linked to the information nodes    /0.5 

Keywords are highlighted    /1 

The main areas (text boxes or flowcharts): 
* are clearly highlighted  
* start from the main theme 

   /1 

There are typographical properties that highlight certain terms (notions, 

ideas) 

   /1 

Texts are written in such a way as to facilitate the reading direction    /0.5 

TOTAL /6 

Content     

The hierarchy of ideas is respected    /1 

The overall organization of the document is logical    /1 

The text boxes contain the main concepts/notions    /4 

Shapes (arrows, graphic links) shed light on the relationship between 

ideas/concepts and Europeana's illustration 

   /4 

The text boxes include concrete perspectives, examples, relevant 

references related to the illustration of Europeana 

   /4 

TOTAL /14 

Bonus : originality, creativity, general aesthetics...:       + 1 

Comments: 



 

 

 

ANNEX 2 – EXAMPLES 
 

 

 

 

 


