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Title   

Art Nouveau Close to You 

Author(s) 

Nadina Carmen NICOLICI  

Summary 

 

Table of summary  

Subject English, History, Arts  
 

Topic An introduction to Art Nouveau, the universal style  
 

Age of students 15 – 16 years old  

Preparation time 3 hours  

Teaching time 50 minutes  

Online teaching 
material  

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/art-nouveau-a-universal-style/origins-of-
art-nouveau#ve-anchor-section_8798-js 

Offline teaching 
material 

Pictures with examples of Art Nouveau from Bucharest, Romania  
Paper, worksheets, flipchart paper, pen-markers, board  
 

Europeana resources 
used 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/art-nouveau-a-
universal-style/origins-of-art-nouveau#ve-anchor-intro_8780-js 
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/art-nouveau-a-
universal-style/inspired-by-nature 
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/art-nouveau-a-
universal-style/graphic-works 
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/art-nouveau-a-
universal-style/architecture-and-interiors 
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/art-nouveau-a-
universal-style/mastercrafts 

 

Licenses 

 Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike CC BY-NC-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and 

build upon your work non-commercially, as long as they credit you and license their new 

creations under the identical terms. 
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Integration into the curriculum 

The lesson will be taught during a regular English class dealing with Arts which the 10th graders study in 

the second semester of the school year 2018 / 2019.  

The lesson addresses these standards defined in the national curriculum:  

1. Cultural life and the world of arts  

2. The teenagers’ universe – culture  

3. The European socio-cultural patrimony  

Aim of the lesson 

By the end of the lesson students will analyze the characteristics of the aesthetic movement known as 

Art Nouveau, they will become aware of its influences across Europe from the 1880s to the eve of World 

War One, and they will be able to identify examples of this art style in their hometown.  

Trends 

Project-based learning  

Collaborative learning  

Student-centered learning  

21st century skills 

Critical thinking – students will analyse the information they are provided with (text, pictures) and they 

will be asked to compare and contrast it. They will be invited to draw their own conclusions and to 

support them with arguments, being able to see this form of art from a historical perspective.  

Creativity – based on the information they will acquire, students will make presentations which will 

contain examples of Art Nouveau in their own town. They will present in front of their peers, and their 

presentations will contain both text and images (buildings or objects) of Art Nouveau near them.  

Collaboration – students will work in pairs and in groups and they will be given responsibilities according 

to their skills (for instance the most talented ones will take good quality pictures, they will write good 

informative texts, they will use the online space to share their findings).  

Communication – students will communicate in English and Romanian both during the lesson and after 

it. They will make us of both face-to-face and online communication, and they will communicate with 

the teacher, their classmates, but also students and teachers who are interested in the topic of the 

lesson.  
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Activities 

 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Tim
e 

Warm-up  Informal conversation about their feelings on that day. The teacher ask the students 
about their favorite school subjects. When they say English, Arts and History there are 
being asked if they think there can be any connection among these subjects they are 
taught in school.  
The teacher elicits as many answers as possible in order to get to the topic of the lesson.  
For this activity students will answer individually, and the interaction is teacher – class – 
individual.  

5 
min  

Pre-
reading 
and  
Reading  

The teacher explains students that they are going to read a short text, an introduction to 
Art Nouveau. The teacher asks them to write down as many things as they know about 
art in general, and what they would like to know about this style. I write their ideas in a 
chart on the board: Things I Know | Things I want to Know | Things I learned.  
Before reading the text, students learn some of the new vocabulary which includes words 
such as: eve (the day or period of time immediately before an event or occasion), to 
flourish (grow or develop), ubiquitous (present, appearing, or found everywhere), realm 
(kingdom), flowing (especially of long hair or clothing - hanging or draping loosely and 
gracefully), craft (an activity involving skill in making things by hand), craftsmanship (skill 
in a particular craft), tawdry (showy but cheap and of poor quality.), outset (beginning), 
to advocate (support), lesser (not so great or important as the other or the rest), to seek 
– sought, boundary (a dividing line). To make sure they understand the meaning of the 
words I use meaning check questions.  
The teacher gives them copies of the text taken from here - 
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/art-nouveau-a-universal-style/origins-
of-art-nouveau#ve-anchor-section_8622-js and asks them to read it and to remember as 
many details as possible.  
When they finished reading, they are being asked to give me some details about this 
style. The teacher elicits some of the most interesting details and I fill in the chart on the 
board – especially the last part, Things I learned. They also check together of their 
predictions (What I know) were right, and if their questions (What I want to know) were 
answered.  
For this activity the interaction is teacher – class – individual.  

15 
min 

Post-
reading  

For this activity students will work in groups of four. Once the groups are formed, the 
teacher gives each group a picture taken from the website, and asks them to identify the 
elements which make that object / building / item an ”Art Nouveau” one and what are 
the main characteristics of this style. Then, they will present their findings to the whole 
class.  
Picture 1 - 
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/ro/record/2026109/Partage_Plus_ProvidedCHO_
KIK_IRPA__Brussels__Belgium__10363853.html 
Picture 2 - 
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/ro/record/9200365/BibliographicResource_10000
55657507.html 

10 
min 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/art-nouveau-a-universal-style/origins-of-art-nouveau#ve-anchor-section_8622-js
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/art-nouveau-a-universal-style/origins-of-art-nouveau#ve-anchor-section_8622-js
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/ro/record/2026109/Partage_Plus_ProvidedCHO_KIK_IRPA__Brussels__Belgium__10363853.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/ro/record/2026109/Partage_Plus_ProvidedCHO_KIK_IRPA__Brussels__Belgium__10363853.html
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/ro/record/9200365/BibliographicResource_1000055657507.html
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/ro/record/9200365/BibliographicResource_1000055657507.html
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Picture 3 - https://www.europeana.eu/portal/ro/record/90402/BK_1987_2.html 
Picture 4 - 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sagrada_Familia_nave_roof_detail.jpg 
Picture 5 - 
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/ro/record/2048429/item_PAXK4VQYKWKLHXL4
TU3ARJKEMFJVMRRS.html 
The interaction during this activity is Teacher – class – individual – group  

Analyzing 
Art 
Nouveau  

New groups of four students are being formed, and the teacher tell them that from what 
they saw and what they read, they will have to come up with a short introduction of the 
Art Nouveau style. Each group a topic – Introduction to Art Nouveau, History of Art 
Nouveau, Characteristics of Art Nouveau, Examples of Art Nouveau, Influences of Art 
Nouveau.  
When students deliver their presentation, the teacher writes on the board the most 
interesting points they present. The other groups are being asked to pay attention to 
what it is being presented, and to come up with a question about the presentation when 
it is over. 
The interaction is teacher – class – groups.  

15 
min  

Homework  The teacher announces to the students that they will have to walk in town, find examples 
of Art Nouveau (buildings, parts of buildings, decorations, etc.), take pictures of them and 
share their findings on the Facebook group of the class. They will accompany their 
pictures with short texts about the name, the location, and the characteristics.  

5 
min  

 

Assessment 

I use as assessment method questions from students – while one group of students make their 

presentation about one topic (Analysing Art Nouveau), the other groups will think of a question they will 

ask their peers. In this way the teacher makes sure the other students pay attention to what it is being 

presented, and that the students who make the presentation did their work properly and they 

understood the meaning of the reading text.  

******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

 

Student feedback 

At the end of the lesson, students are invited to give feedback on the lesson and the activities they took 

part in. Then, they will be asked to fill in a short questionnaire anonymously and they will express how 

they learned, how they felt during the lesson, what they liked and what they didn’t like during the 

activities. They will have to arguments and support their ideas with examples.  

Teacher’s remarks 

While the students fill in the questionnaire, the teacher will write notes immediately after the 

implementation of the lesson, using this form: 

Immediate Evaluation of the Lesson 

Name………………….. Lesson date ………………… Level …………. Length of lesson ……………….. 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/ro/record/90402/BK_1987_2.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sagrada_Familia_nave_roof_detail.jpg
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/ro/record/2048429/item_PAXK4VQYKWKLHXL4TU3ARJKEMFJVMRRS.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/ro/record/2048429/item_PAXK4VQYKWKLHXL4TU3ARJKEMFJVMRRS.html
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1. What are your general feelings about the lesson today and why? 

2. To what extent did the students managed to achieve the lesson aims? 

3. To what extent were your own self training aims achieved? 

4. Look back at the plan. With hindsight, what did you learn from the lesson and what would you 

change if you used it again? 

5. What action points (things to work on) can you list, as a result?  

 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn 

from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three 

Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating 

access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit 

organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, 

teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and 

expand the Europeana Education Community. 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home

