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Abstract 

The presence of women in the history of philosophy has been scarce and the few contributions that have 

been made have had little relevance in the official histories of philosophy. The Middle Ages, on the other 

hand, are associated with theological thought, with religion. To discover Christine de Pizan as a writer, a 

philosopher and a precursor of feminism in this era, implies a radical change in the conception of the 

Middle Ages and of the role that women played at that time. 

This activity aims to bring students closer to the figure of Christine de Pizan, a medieval woman who 

breaks with the patterns of medieval women's lives and contributes with her work to the history of 

Western thought. Pizan is also considered by Simone de Beauvoir, in her emblematic work "The Second 

Sex", as the precursor of Feminism. In her work, the medieval thinker affirmed that female inferiority is 

not a condition due to nature but to education. Moreover, she clearly underlined that if women could 

access the same educational opportunities as men "they would learn and understand the difficulties and 

subtleties of all arts and sciences as well as men". 

The activity also aims to familiarize the rest of the students of the Center with the work of Pizan and this 

will be done through an exhibition with quotes from her work and images of her life. 

Finally, they will have to reflect on the role of women in the History of Philosophy, on their contributions 

and their invisibility, as well as to recognize the need to demand equal rights and opportunities between 

men and women. 
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Teaching time 3 hours 

Online teaching 
material  

https://bit.ly/2Xtk9U2 
https://bit.ly/2z2yTjx 
https://bit.ly/2U3lXRJ 
https://bit.ly/307WEBW 
 
 

Offline teaching 
material 

Pc, colour printer, French dictionary, glue, poster board, paper 

Europeana 
resources used 

https://bit.ly/2XxtWs8 
https://bit.ly/3cwFdNJ 
https://bit.ly/2Xytlqu 
 

 

Licenses 

X Attribution CC BY. This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, even 

commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most accommodating of 

licenses offered. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of licensed materials. 

Integration into the curriculum 

The activity could be integrated in the Philosophy course of the first year of high school or in the History 

of Philosophy course. Two or three sessions would be dedicated to learn about the contribution of women 

to philosophical thought. 

Aim of the lesson 

1. To learn about women's contributions to philosophical thought. 

2. To know and divulge the life and work of Christine de Pizan 

3. Reflecting on the role of women in the history of philosophy 

4. Reflect on the invisibility of women in history and value the need to demand equality between men and 

women 

Outcome of the lesson 

The students will make posters of Christine de Pizan's work to put up on the walls of the corridors of the 

Institute and the best works of reflection will be published in the Institute's magazine. 

Trends 

Collaborative learning, Peer learning, Outdoor education 

21st century skills 

Foreign languages, collaboration, teamwork, creativity, critical thinking, ICT literacy 

https://bit.ly/2Xtk9U2
https://bit.ly/2z2yTjx
https://bit.ly/2U3lXRJ
https://bit.ly/307WEBW
https://bit.ly/2XxtWs8
https://bit.ly/3cwFdNJ
https://bit.ly/2Xytlqu
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Activities 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

Who is she? Brainstorming based on the pictures from Europeana: 
 
https://bit.ly/3eUoHJf 
 
https://bit.ly/2XwQMjV 
 
The image will be shown to the students so that they can try to guess who 
the woman in the photo is and speculate about what she does and what 
time she belongs to. 
The images can be of any other philosopher,  

10 
minutes 

Biography Research: (can be a pair or group work)  
https://bit.ly/3cqjk2I 
Students will have to research the life and work of the author. You can do 
it in the attached link or in another one that they contribute 

30 
minutes 

Text Translation: 
https://bit.ly/2XvejBv 
Students will be asked in groups of four to translate from French some 
pages of Christine de Pizan's work.  
The task will be divided up in order to obtain as many pages as possible. 

50 
minutes 

Some 
remarks 

Students will be asked to produce a catalogue of quotations from the text 
they have translated and then to produce murals with them. 
We can collect the quotes in www.mentimeter.com  or in 
www.padlet.com. 
Murals can be painted in the school walls, or designated places around the 
school. If there is no free space, they can create murals on big sheets of 
cartoon.  

20 
minutes 

Posters https://bit.ly/2U4OSEU 
Select images from the link to make murals in which the selected 
quotations appear 

15 
minutes 

Dissertation After learning about Christine de Pizan's life and work, they will have to 
elaborate an argumentative exercise in which they will present their 
opinion about the situation of women in the history of philosophy. 
The essays will be collected on a specific Google Site – being the webpage 
of the project. 
https://gsuite.google.com/signup/basic/welcome?hl=en-IE  

50 
minutes 

Exposition Posters with the images and quotes will be placed in the corridors of the 
Institute and the best dissertation exercises will be published in the 
Institute's magazine. 

 

   

 

https://bit.ly/3eUoHJf
https://bit.ly/2XwQMjV
https://bit.ly/3cqjk2I
http://www.mentimeter.com/
http://www.padlet.com/
https://bit.ly/2U4OSEU
https://gsuite.google.com/signup/basic/welcome?hl=en-IE
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Assessment 

A heading will be drawn up for the evaluation on some number of points: 

1. Competence to work in a team: assuming shared responsibilities, respecting points of view, active 

listening, maintaining values of respect, contributing to the final work) 

2.  Digital competence (ability to select basic information) 

3. Linguistic competence in French (translation perfection, knowledge of vocabulary and grammar)  

3. Final product achieved: posters and dissertation. (For the posters: quality of information, aesthetics 

and design of the posters. For the dissertation: capacity for the expression of ideas, selection of 

arguments, contents provided, conclusions obtained, relationship between arguments and conclusion, 

respect for the values of equality). 

Student feedback 

A copy of the rubric will be given to each student and a personal interview will be requested to comment 

on the highlights of the evaluation. 

Teacher’s remarks 

The lesson plan was created during the MOOC Europeana and has not been taught yet.  

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million 

digitised items drawn from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 

project continues the work of the previous three Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the 

fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating access, interoperability, visibility and 

use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, Education, 

Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a 

not-for-profit organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: 

Ministries of Education, schools, teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task 

in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand the Europeana Education Community. 

 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home

