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Abstract 

This learning scenario focuses on the importance of the present school education system. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, the relevance and importance of public and private school education are evident. Nowadays, education 
is not to be taken for granted. Interestingly, the inception of modern schooling happened during the Middle Ages. 
This multidisciplinary learning scenario based on CLIL methodology is designed for 6th-grade students (1st year of 
Italian lower secondary school) and compares Middle Ages school to Contemporary one. The school we are used to 
attending was born in the Late Middle Ages, with a transition from ecclesiastical school for the clergy, to Civic Towns 
school for middle-class people, this last one born with the purpose to train for new professions like lawyers or judges. 
For students of our Era, being aware of the school education system is of utmost importance. This helps students to 
be better active citizens, in particular during this moment of crisis. CLIL lessons in lower secondary schools in Italy 
are performed by teachers who teach the main disciplines and Foreign Languages. 
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Subject History, English 

Topic History Schools in the Middle Ages 
 

Age of students 11-12 

Preparation time 5 hours  

Teaching time 3.5 hours 

Online teaching 
material  

La scuola nel medioevo 

Europe in the Middle-Ages 
The Middle Ages for kids - Five things you should know 

 
Mentimeter 
Hot potatoes 
Coogle 

Learningapps 

Quizizz 
Context.reverso 

Kahoot 
Survey Monkey 

https://www.letture.org/la-scuola-nel-medioevo-paolo-rosso
https://www.britannica.com/topic/education/Europe-in-the-Middle-Ages
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zqOXN-cuqI
http://www.mentimeter.com/
https://hotpot.uvic.ca/
http://www.coogle.com/
https://learningapps.org/display?v=pohtq07tk20
https://quizizz.com/admin/quiz/5fe76ebde6b8e3001be0793a
https://context.reverso.net/
https://create.kahoot.it/share/middle-ages-school/81bed9a2-4980-4b18-a06e-c965cea34f62
http://www.surveymonkey.com/
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Offline teaching 
material 

N/A 
 

Europeana resources 
used 

Manuscripts:  

• Illuminated Initials  

• Illuminated initial from BL Royal 2 A XVIII, f. 86 

• Sermones 
 
School manuscripts: 

• Grammatice incerti auctoris 

• Manuscript 2 
• Arithmetica incerti auctoris 

 
School objects:  

• G. Reisch, Margarita philosophica 

 
Medieval church:  

• A medieval internment in a church. From a manuscript in the Bodlian, Oxford 

Licenses 

Attribution CC BY. This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, even 
commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most accommodating of 
licenses offered. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of licensed materials. 

 

Integration into the curriculum 

The topic forms part of the curriculum of History in the first year of lower secondary school in Italy. In 

particular, it refers to “aspects and events related to European Medieval History”. It provides students 

with the opportunity to reflect upon the importance of schooling in this particular moment, which for 

some aspects can be related to the historical period of the Middle Ages as an era of transition. Moreover, 

it is linked to the English as a Foreign Language (EFL) curriculum for the deepening of vocabulary 

competence related to school objects, dates, numbers, times.  

 

Aim of the lesson 

The students will learn more about how life was in the past in connection to how life portrays itself in the 

present. The students will understand better the importance of education, of the acquisition of reading 

and writing skills while tracing back the evolution of schooling along the centuries. They will learn to locate 

events in the past, to acquire specific vocabulary in English as a foreign language, and to build up a 

timeline. 

 

Outcome of the lesson 

To compare between present school textbooks and manuscripts for school education of the Middle Age. 

https://www.europeana.eu/en/galleries/illuminated-initials
https://www.europeana.eu/hr/item/9200397/BibliographicResource_3000126314609?q=what%3A%22Catalogue%20of%20Illuminated%20Manuscripts%22&utm_source=old-website&utm_medium=button
https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/297/https___hispana_mcu_es_lod_oai_minerva_usc_es_10347____14670_ent0?q=12th%20century&utm_source=old-website&utm_medium=button
https://www.europeana.eu/it/item/113/Plutei_52_26
https://www.europeana.eu/it/item/113/Plutei_57_08
https://www.europeana.eu/it/item/113/Plutei_29_15
https://www.europeana.eu/it/item/9200579/s326qf59?q=abacus&utm_source=old-website&utm_medium=button
https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/9200579/ngjzgyza?q=medieval%20manuscripts&utm_source=old-website&utm_medium=button
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Trends 

Visual search and learning: Visual Search & Learning: images and multimedia are more powerful than 

verbal stimuli. 

Open-Source Learning: teachers copy, share, adapt, and reuse free educational materials. 

 

21st century skills 

This learning scenario enhances: 

• Civic Literacy as it fosters the importance of the school and its evolution within the centuries; 

• Critical thinking as the students have the chance to read and compare the past through real 

documents of the age. 

 

Activities 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

Warm up The teachers introduce the topic about the importance of schools. The teacher probes 
the students about the importance of schooling in the light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Due to the pandemic, we were deprived of attending school and we missed it - but why 
is schooling so important? The teacher asks students to debate the reasons why 
schooling is so important for their growth. The debate is carried on through 
brainstorming on keywords using mentimeter as a word cloud. 

 

15 
minutes 

Modern 

schooling 

was born 

in the 

Middle 

Ages  

The History teacher introduces briefly the Middle ages in the mother language (Italian). 

 

The English teacher shows the students a video in English about the main events 

depicting the Middle Ages. To reinforce comprehension, an online test using the app 

www.quizizz.com  is administered. 

 

 

25 

minutes  

Exercise 
using a 
timeline 

The students, guided by both teachers, locate the main events characterizing the Middle 
Age path. A timeline in English is created using learningapps 
  

15 
minutes 

Widening 
the topic  

The teachers and the students read an extract from two essays on “la Scuola Nel 
Medioevo” in Italian and “Europe in the Middle Ages” in English focusing in particular 
on some images linked to the article on the layout of both Monastic and Civic schools.  
 
To define the topic in the English language, the English teacher invites the students to 
search in the Italian text the keywords and to translate them into English using the 
reversocontext app. At the end, they will build up a small glossary using Hotpotatoes. 
 
  
 

45 
minutes 

http://www.mentimeter.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zqOXN-cuqI&pli=1
http://www.quizizz.com/
http://www.learningapps.org/
http://www.reversocontext.com/
https://hotpot.uvic.ca/
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Research 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The students guided by the teachers make research on the manuscripts of the period 
using the Europeana collection.  
 
The History teacher explains that as print had not been invented at that time, books 
were hand-written with a work of decoration in particular for paragraphs in capital 
letters to give hint to the matter treated. In this way, it was not easy for students during 
that period to have a book to study on so that most of the lessons were oral and 
repetitive. Most of the books were in Latin and Latin was considered as a universal 
language for Culture and Formal Education just like English nowadays - so it was very 
important to learn Latin. 
 

40 
minutes  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analysis 
 

The students examine the manuscripts and for each one, they try to decipher the topic 
and the letters of the written words. They are solicited to make comparison with their 
textbooks and to find out similarities and differences in the size of the letters and the 
font. They will fill a chart on their textbooks compared to the manuscripts and will post 
it in a padlet to have a class overview.   
 

30 
minutes. 
 

Testing  A Kahoot quiz is administered to the students on the educational system and on the 
manuscripts’ layout to focus more widely on the topic.   
 

15 
minutes  

 

Assessment 

At the end of the learning scenario, students will be tested with a Kahoot quiz on the whole scenario. 

 

*************************AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

Student feedback 

Teacher’s remarks 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitized items drawn 

from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three 

Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating 

access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit 

organization, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, 

teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand 

the Europeana Education Community. 

  

https://padlet.com/
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home


 
 

5 
 

Annex 

 


